[Directed modification of the pyrrole ring D in natural chlorins].
Natural chlorins containing a residue of the nonesterified propionic acid in the pyrrole ring D were oxidized with 2,3-dichloro-5,6-dicyanobenzoquinone at C18 to yield exocyclic delta-lactones. The opening of the lactones in alkaline medium resulted in the corresponding 18-hydroxychlorins.